
Lancashire  

 

 

 

Lancashire Community Safety Partnership 

 

  

 CSP Steering Group – January 2017 

Communities and Wellbeing 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

– February 2017 

Hyndburn Community Safety Partnership: 

Quarter 3 2016-17 (Oct-Dec 2016) 

Author   Lynda Waddington – Partnership Analyst 

Document Date 16th January 2017 

Meeting Date  3rd February 2017 

 



1 
 

AIM & PURPOSE 

This report will provide analysis of crime and anti-social behavior in Hyndburn district in order that 

informed decisions can be made in relation to tasking and allocating resources.  Inferences and 

recommendations will be made if necessary, based on the objective analysis provided. 

SCOPE 

The document has been prepared utilising data from Lancashire Constabulary crime recording systems, 

intelligence systems, and the MADE (Multi-Agency Data Exchange) database.  This information has been 

obtained on 9th January 2017.  An update will be provided on the key priorities identified for Hyndburn in 

the Strategic Assessment (highlighting long term trends and current performance).  An update on projects / 

funding relating to these priorities will also be provided where appropriate.  The CSP priorities are: 

 

 Violent Crime (including serious / sexual assaults, and violence at licensed premises), 

 Domestic Abuse 

 Substance misuse; Alcohol and Drugs 

 Vulnerable Young People (including Child Sexual Exploitation) 

 Acquisitive Crime (primarily vehicle crime) 

 Road safety – KSIs  

 

Analysis will also highlight any other current threats, issues and emerging trends which do not fall under 

the above identified priorities.   

The document is restricted for the use of the Hyndburn Community Safety Partnership Steering Group to 

inform and direct partnership work. 
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KEY FINDINGS 

 

The following key issues have been highlighted throughout this report: 

 

 There is an increasing trend evident in all ‘Violence against the Person’ with exceptional levels 

recorded in Oct/Nov/Dec 2016. Dec 16 was the highest monthly total in over 4 years 

The increase relates primarily to less serious assaults both domestic and non-domestic.  

 

 Volume wards for non-domestic violent crime: Barnfield, Central, Church, Netherton and Spring 

Hill. 

 

 Harassment has recorded exceptional levels June to Dec with an increasing trend from 2014, 

almost 50% of harassment crimes in Hyndburn were associated with social media.  

 

 There is an increasing trend of reported domestic abuse crimes, in part this is related to the 

increase in harassment.  Spring Hill ward recorded the greatest volume and an increase on the 

same period last year. 

 

 Substance misuse - Approximately a third of all violent crime is alcohol related. Barnfield is the 

volume area for alcohol related crime, however in percentage terms other wards have a greater 

incidence.  

 

 Central and Barnfield wards recorded the greatest number of offences against young people. The 

primary crime category for victims aged under 18yrs is ‘Violence against the person’,  

 

 Sexual offences against young people have increased, the use of social media and reporting of 

historical offences have contributed to the increase.  

 

 Youth related ASB - The top three volume wards: Central, Barnfield and Church. Repeat locations 

continue to be Eagle St and Hyndburn Rd.   

 

 Elevated levels of vehicle crime continue – approximately two thirds of vehicle crime is ‘theft from 

vehicle’. Baxenden ward recorded significant increases in theft from vehicle crimes.  Insecurity was 

a contributory factor in approximately a third of the crimes. 
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ANALYSIS REPORT 

 

 

Priority 1: Violent Crime 

The increase in recorded violent crime has continued in Hyndburn, East Lancashire and across pan-

Lancashire.   

 There is an increasing trend evident in all ‘Violence against the Person’ during quarter 3, with 

exceptional levels recorded in Oct/Nov/Dec 2016. Dec 16 was the highest monthly total in over 4 

years 

 The increase relates primarily to less serious assaults both domestic and non-domestic.  

 In Q3 the wards with greatest volume of non-domestic violent crime were: Barnfield (65), Central 

(41), Church (28) Netherton (28) and Spring Hill (28).  

 Barnfield ward –records the highest volume of assault with and without injury. Barnfield is divided 

into two incident locations (ILOCs) ED42 covers part of the town centre and ED40 includes more 

residential properties. Each ILOC has a high volume of non-domestic assaults with and without 

injury. There were only 8 domestic related assaults recorded in Barnfield in Q3. In ILOC ED42 42% 

of non-domestic assaults occurred in licensed premises (16). 

 Licensed Premises – Q3 (Oct-Dec16) the licensed premises in the following areas have been repeat 

locations for violent offences: 

1) Willow St– 6 assaults during Q3, all of which were alcohol related and occurred primarily 

overnight Saturday-early hours Sunday. 

2) Warner Street – 3 assaults, all alcohol related occurring between early hours Saturday through 

to early hours Sunday.   

3) St James St – 3 assaults in Q3, all resulting in injury to the victim, occurring at the weekend and 

alcohol related. 

 Central ward – is the second highest recording ward for non-domestic violent crime (41). 

Repeat locations the Viaduct (3), Eagle St (2) and Charter St (2). 

 

 Harassment has recorded exceptional levels June to Dec with an increasing trend from 2014. 

The increase in harassment has occurred in Hyndburn, East and across pan-Lancashire. In part this 

is due to a change in recording practices, malicious communication is now classed as a violent 

crime. In addition there has been an increase in harassment associated with social media. The year 

end estimate for harassment is for an increase of 94.6% this is significantly higher than the 

estimate for the Constabulary at 56.5%. Almost 50% of harassment crimes in Hyndburn in Q3 were 

associated with social media, the sending/receiving of text messages or the use of postings on sites 

such as Facebook, Gumtree or Instagram (12). A third of the social media harassment crimes were 

domestic related (4). The incidence of all harassment crimes were geographically spread across 11 

wards in Hyndburn and there was one repeat domestic abuse victim in this quarter. 5 victims were 

18 years or younger, each of these offences were associated with social media. 

 

 

Priority 2: Domestic Abuse 

 There is an increasing trend of reported domestic abuse crimes, Q3 has increased +17.7% (up 22 

crimes to 146) on the comparable quarter of 2015/16 and YTD there is a 21.5% increase. 
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 81% of domestic abuse crimes were categorised as violent crime, the main categories include 

assault with (48) and without injury (41) and harassment (21). 

 Alcohol is a contributory factor in at least 40% of offences. Nine victims experienced 2 or more 

repeats within Q3, all repeat victims were female and eight of the victims were 30 years or 

younger.  

 Spring Hill ward recorded the greatest volume (16) and a 25% increase on the same period last 

year. Church ward recorded 15 crimes and Milnshaw 13 crimes, each recording a significant 

increase on the previous year (+50% and +267% respectively). 

 In Spring Hill the main categories contributing to the increase are, less serious assault, assault 

without injury and domestic harassment. Alcohol was a contributory factor in at least 28% of abuse 

offences.  

 10% of the victims were aged 18 years or younger (13), the majority of these were female.  

 The ages of the victims ranged from a 13 year old boy assaulted by his father to an 81 year old 

female assaulted by her son. Peak age range was 25-29 years (31). 

 

 

 

Priority 3: Substance Misuse 

 Alcohol related crime accounts for 14% of all crime in Q3 (239) and has increased slightly on last 

year (+19). Long term this amounts to an increasing trend. 

 Approximately a third of all violent crime is alcohol related. ILOC ED42 town centre Barnfield is the 

volume area for alcohol related crime (34), however as a percentage of alcohol related crime other 

wards have a greater incidence albeit at a lower volume of crime: 

  

 
 

 Criminal damage is the second highest category for alcohol related crime. 

 The trend for offences relating to possession and trafficking is one of reduction.  

 

 

 

Priority 4: Youth Related Issues and Threats 

 Central ward recorded the highest number of offences against young people aged 18 years or less 

(26) - ILOC ED43=23, followed by Barnfield (25) - ILOC ED40= 13 and ILOC ED42=12. In Central ward 

the offences included 17 violent crimes and one sexual offence, the majority of the offences 

occurred afternoon to early evening. In Barnfield ward 64% of the offences related to violence and 

32% acquisitive crimes involving theft of mobiles, computers and cash.  

ILOC Ward No of 

crimes

No of alcohol 

related 

crimes

% of alcohol 

related 

crimes

ED49 Immanuel 60 15 25%

ED42 Barnfield 148 34 23%

ED45 Netherton 87 18 21%

ED36 Church 136 22 16%

ED40 Barnfield 117 11 9%
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 The primary crime category for victims aged 18 years or younger is ‘violence against the person’ 

(91 = 58%). Offences occurred throughout the week but predominantly between 3pm and 9pm. 

Alcohol does not appear to play a significant part in these offences with only 7 offences related to 

alcohol. MO’s indicate that the majority of the offenders are also young people or the violence has 

occurred with other family members.  

 

Sexual offences against young people 

 Q3 has increased 56% up 10 crimes to 28 when compared to last year. A third of the crimes were 

historical, approximately a third occurred between 1st Jan and 1st Oct and a third in Q3 (11). Of the 

offences in Q3 four were related to images on social media. All the offenders (with the exception of 

some of the social media offences) were known to the victims. 75% of all the victims were female 

(21). 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour 

 All categories of ASB have increased slightly year to date (+4.2%) and in Q3, Oct-Dec (+3.8%) 

compared to the previous year. There is no significant long term trend apart from seasonal 

changes. It is anticipated that there will be a decrease over the winter months. 

 The greatest increases in Q3 have been in Netherton and Rishton wards +44.6% and 90.3% 

respectively. 24 ASB incidents at Meadow St have impacted on the Netherton ward total, the 

majority of these were fire related. Increases in Rishton have included repeat calls to Victoria St (7), 

youth related nuisance at Haworth St (6) and Harwood Rd (4). 

  Youth related ASB follows similar seasonal patterns to all ASB. There have been 365 youth related 

ASB incidents in Q3. The top three volume wards are: Central, Barnfield and Church. Each of these 

three wards are showing an increase on the same period last year with Central recording the 

greatest increase up 20 incidents to 58 in Q3. A repeat location in central is Eagle St (12), the 

majority of the incidents occurred between 6:30pm and 10pm. 

 Peak days for ASB were Saturday (71) and Sunday (55) with 78% of ASB on these days occurring 

between 4pm and 9pm (99). 

 Only a small percentage of youth related ASB was flagged as alcohol related (less than 3%) 

 Youth related Motorbike or quad nuisance accounted for approximately 3% of incidents (11), five 

of the incidents reported were in Huncoat ward. 

 Top repeat locations for youth related ASB was Eagle St Accrington (18), incidents occurred 

between 6pm and 9pm, no specific weekday. Hyndburn Rd was a repeat location particularly in the 

early evening (7). Avenue parade accounted for 16 youth related ASB incidents, however none 

were recorded in December11).  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Incident addresses are determined by the police systems however due to installation of new technology there is an issue with compatibility of addresses 

which has resulted in some inaccurate location details. The data has been provided for guidance and may not include a complete list of locations. In 

addition some details have not been recovered and therefore there may be underreporting of youth and alcohol related incidents. This problem is expected 

to be resolved over the coming months.  
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Priority 5: Acquisitive Crime 

 

Vehicle Crime 

Elevated levels of vehicle crime continue with the year to date increase currently at +12.2% (+65 

offences) – approximately two thirds of vehicle crime is ‘theft from vehicle’.   

Theft from vehicle 

 Theft from vehicle recorded an exception in November (n=68) and Q3 (n=151) recorded the largest 

number of offences since Q4 2014/15. The estimated year-end total is for an increase of 21%. The 

increase in November is inflated in part due to a peak in Baxenden ward recording 16 offences. The 

majority occurred overnight, insecurity was a factor in 6 instances and the remaining vehicles were 

entered by unknown means, property was stolen and no offences were detected. Of interest there 

were no theft from vehicle crimes recorded in October or December in Baxenden. St Oswald’s and 

Clayton le Moors ward also recorded higher levels of thefts from vehicles (15 and 14 respectively).  

In addition there were 5 Interfering with vehicle crimes in St Oswald’s.  

 Insecurity was a contributory factor in 33% of the crimes (52). The majority of the offences were 

committed in the evening or overnight. There was not a significant weekday when crimes occurred 

although there were slightly more crimes committed on Friday evening through to Saturday.  

 Peak dates for offences were 26th to 28th November 24 crimes occurred over 10 wards in Hyndburn 

and 71% of these vehicles were insecure (17).  

 

 

Priority 6: Road Safety 
 

At present the data is not available for an update for Q3. 

 

 

 

 

For a full break down of year to date see the following page. 
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Appendix 1: Performance Overview  

 

The following table provides a performance overview for the key crime categories in Hyndburn: 

Category 

YTD Performance 2016-17* 

Performance Description (Hyndburn)  
East Lancs 

 
Hyndburn 

Hyndburn Strategic Issues 

All Crime + 14.1% + 11.9% (+520) 
 
Strong increasing trend evident over the last 18 months – recorded 
violence continues to have the biggest impact. 

Domestic Abuse 
DA + 17.9% 
DV + 13.3% 

DA + 20.7% (+73) 
DV + 7.7% (+19) 

 
Strong increasing trend evident over the last 18 months. December 
recorded a high level of domestic abuse in addition to a peak in May 
2016 this has caused a year to date increase. Quarter 3 reports remain 
at an elevated level. 

All violence 
against the 

person 
+23.8% + 23.3% (+246) 

 
Strong increasing trend with 3 out of the most recent 4 months 
recording exceptions. Dec 16 highest monthly total in over 4 years. 

Sexual Assaults +3.2% -22.2% (-10) 
 
Numbers have remained low during Q3. 

Alcohol Related 
Crime 

+10.6% +3.6% (+41) 

 
After a step change in levels in the last 18 months, the trend has 
stabilised but at an elevated level. AR crime peaked in Dec 2016.  
AR violence accounts for just over half of AR crime 

High Impact 
Acquisitive 

Crime** 
+10.1% +2.5% (+8) 

 
Domestic Burglary continues to have the greatest impact. 
Reductions in Q3 compared to Q1 and Q2. 

All Vehicle 
Crime 

+17.5% +12.8% (+68) 
 
Q3 has recorded a further rise due to increases in theft from vehicle 
and vehicle interference. 

Anti-Social 
Behaviour 

-0.6% +4.2% (+162) 
 
All categories of ASB have increased slightly year to date, there is no 
significant long term trend apart from seasonal changes. 

KSIs 
(Apr-Sept) 

-10.8% +45.5% (+5) 
 
At present the data is not available for an update for Q3. 

Other Crime Categories 

Harassment +71.1% +123.2% (+117) 
 
Harassment has recorded exceptional levels June to Dec with an 
increasing trend from 2014. 

Sexual Offences 
on children 

under 16 
+39.8% +15.1% (+8) 

 
Signs of a weak increasing trend. October and November recorded 
above average levels. 

Theft from 
Vehicle 

+26.8% +15.5% (+51) 
 
A high volume in December was preceded by a significant increase in 
November.  

 

* YTD performance relates to April to Dec 2016, compared with April to Dec 2015 

** High Impact Acquisitive Crime includes Dwelling Burglary and Personal Robbery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


